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YOU WILL be receiving your co»y of the CHAT when thoughts of
football are fading -~ revived but momentarily by the A.G.M.
However, we feel that it is in many ways more satisfactory to
issue the magozine to include renorts and results up to the end
of the season. It helvos comment and avoids attempts - optimistic
_ ~though they may be — to forecast events (alvays
OTR SKECOID a dangerous procedure vhere football is concerned),
ISSUE, - and, vwhat is far more immortont, allows the editor-
ial more time to get the dear o0ld thing into orint!

Encouraged by your reception of our previous issue (No.1
of this volume) and the fact that it was a commnlete sell-gut
(naive, aren't we?), we are continuing to adhere to a similar
layout this time as far as reports, articles etc., are concerned.
Ve wonld, however, be much better pleased if more of you would
come forward with contributions instead of ow always having to
rely on the "old firm" for our material. The skippers, them-
selves, would no doubt be grateful if one of their team-mates
would be willing to assist them in their "Summing Up" by keeping
some notes on the season's games. They would then not have
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EDITORIAL -~ continued.

to wrack their poor brains (already overworked by adding up and
accounting for all those half-crowns they collect ~ mot to
mention the fearful strain of who has the Mditty" and how much
is left in it) trying to remember 211 those interesting and
amusing events that were "just the thing" for the CHAT when they
hajppehed but which are so elusive when the time comes to record

them. So - what about it chaps?

=000

A TBEW THING has happened to us. Firmly esconced in our midst
is now a band of mostly younger members who have not so far run

the "confetti geuntlet®™. Some one has called them, in what
must be admitted is a blinding flash of realistic simplicity

amounting almost to genius, the "Bachelors'.
TH5 BACHEIORS But they find more to do than just bacheling.

They have, in fact, become duite a force in

the Club. They helv run owr dances for us,
organise all sorts of Club activities and do many of the. jobs
for which it is sometimes difficult to find volunteers and, well,
generally make themselves useful. We must hastcn to add, however,
that they are not misogynists. Fraternising with the opposite
sex 1s permitted as long as it does not interfere with more
J’I;rrrp?rtant duties -~ such as pint-shifting and singing in the

- ~—=000-—-—

Ii TEfFOOTB*EL season of 1953-4 has not been one of d.azziing
& }Ti.y or the Hill, it has still heen one of quiet all-round
achlevement. We may not have touched the heights dbut then,
compensatorijl‘z.,r, wexha,ve.not plunbed the denths either. For the
YO CROWN  firgt (I' 11 Yoses, have come fourth, the Second's
OF GLORY  tning (nr, ORLY Dit of crowned glory), the Third's
;h;.rd Ewhat more ampropriate?), the Fourth's

year - the TOPI§d ;est ever?) and the Fifth's fourth (next
would probably ha 2o Sizth X1, had they been in a league,
better"thaﬁ'bgingvzngzsﬁozzﬁut half way wp the table(which is

: one - v :
won tvo more gomeg than the-r 1o:t aiikoile‘ejrz.:!c)lrbecause e

oW,
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EDITORIAT - continued.

While you are working this out may we take the opnortunity
of offering ow sympathy to Charles Burrett and his Boys on the
result of the Battle of Barnet. Truly, the luclk was not with
them on that fateful day. Although we have still to win the
AF.A, Senior Cuwp outright (there is a rumour going round that
the A.F.A. are considering giving us a small replica for the
Club ampearing most times in the final without actually winning
it!) there is, nevertheless, some consolation to be drown from
this. For we have stiil a meak to aim at, a summit to which wo
have not yet attained. The A.F.A. Senior Cvn is ovr own mart-
icular Everest and whilst the achievement of that goal, when
it comes, will indeed be sweet, it should be remembered that the
real enjoyment is in the contest itself and not so much in the
prize. For the Jjoy of rcaching the summit the sccond time can

never be so great 2s the first. So Onward — and Uo - the Hilll

———000-——

OF RTCEW? YEARS finance has loomed large in the affairs of the
Club. In the past no one worried overmuch about whether we should.
be able to make ends meet. It was more or less taken for gronted
that, embezzlement and subsequent abscondence by the treasurer
enart, we should. Certainly no one ever thought of producing a
budget for the next financial year. A dbudget, moreover, that had
YONEY MONEY been fine tooth-combed to a degree which would
MOEEYi ’  make any Chancellor of the Exchequer'!s efforts
look like the office toy's.stamp account. Yet
that is the stringent and somewhat grim position today. Unless
we skimp and scrape we just cannot meet our commitments.

o one wants to raise subscriptions any more than can possib-
1y be helped: There is, in any case, an old economic law known
‘as the Iaw of Diminishing Returns. 3Briefly, this says that if
taxation (Club subs.) is raised beyond a certain point the effect
is to lower the return in terms of cash. "Economically, it is far
better to meet growing expenditure out of production. As we do
not produce anything (except a few players that cannot,unfortunate-
17, be flogged on the transfer marlcet) the only way 1is by
Special Efforts. We have run several quite recently onc of which
was the Whit Monday fete held on the ground. This was to o groat
extent a Tennis Section effort, although all sections helned, but

it 1ights the way to further efforts which will and must be made
in the future. a§° we shall be needing your help!
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h i TEE FIRST ZLEVEN

s o

YO STASON IN WHICH the 1lst. XI is successful in rea,chj:.ng_ the
final of the A.F.A, Senior Cup can ever be called an indiffer-
ent one and yet, looking at it from the league point of view,

the season 195%-4 was just that.

£ no time did the side really look like talzfing command

of the league as it has done in the not-so-long-ago, and as
far as we and our informant could remember, as we sal scratch-~
ing our heads and pondering over a pint and this renort (in
that order) in the bar one evening, at no time either, did we
top the table. (We are open to correction heres: but if we are
vrong, we are not far wrong).

The final Jleague vosition was fourth. 3But 22 grames pro-
duced only 23 points and we finished, in fect, © moints below
the top club (A.P.) and only 8 noints above the club at the
bottom. (Ca,rshalton). -

The season began with an evening friendly match against
Sroonfield which was dravm. A very good social evening follow-
e.d. and we are rather sorry that BroomZield!'s anplication to
AL vhe league was not accepted. The first league geme against
I».e?ton at home, was won 2-1 but the confortable féeling of two
points in the bag soon dissolved the next week when the side,

ost their unbeaten record 0-2. This
game sav Charlie Burrett gt centre-half since Wiseman was on

the injured list, and Len H s "
right where he played wel] :I'Pel‘ made his debut at outside-

next
ext week and eventually to become a regular member of the sides

~he %

the n:js’wzgzegir’ ;41:15 mot at its best. Two more points came

at Catford wag 12r'lc1tf;d:sL§ndth"ﬂ{ o Tomis T i Wéék ki

to half time, the miqe ... - 0 Usastrous. A1l went well W
» the Hill SCOTing first, hut then Catford equal-

ised. After the int
erval the t . 4 ?
but gradually faded (mug i can?irgg: glgh%l?% (Ox‘iien-)
n/. alley W

ide were struescline with
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only nino men. With five minutes to go Catford scored twlce.
Yet. all honour to the Hil11l for holding out so long.

Against 0ld Parlkonians (won 4~0) Burrett, the utility
man, was at outside left where he proved too fast for the
opnosing beck. Wiseman returned to the side, Metson came in
at outside right and Harper went to inside right. Telton took
on a new lease of life st right half and has become a worthy
successor to Norman Haslam.,

The scason was going not too badly after all and we had
picked up ten noints out of the first fourteen. However, as
so often happens, the advent of the Cup scamed to affect league
chances and points became harder to collect. Still, the team
was settling down, and the old brigande of Pearl and Wiseman,
now joined by Bernard Avent and Ron Howe with a newcomer,
Stacey, in goal (with, as nreviously mentioncd, Howard at R.
half) was still a formidable enough defence to cope with even
the best of the ommosition. In the latter part of the season
Bill Kebbell came in as goalkeener and played-remarkably well,

Stite o h

In the Cun H.M.S. Collingwood were beaten: SiJl1hill were
beaten; ~nd on Teb. 13th. 0ld Bealonians werc beaten in vhat
must surely be the highest scoring game in which the 1lst XI
have ever taken part. The final result was 10-5 and when the
news came through on the "Jungle Telegraph! as we sat sivning
our bcer in the early evening we could scarce believe our ears.
But there it was. Arthur Bailey notched five and the rest were
shared out amongst the others. The defence, on the other hand,
also staged thelr own carnival, letting in goals on the basis

of one for two.

Of the forwards, during the season, Ian Bedford was play-
ing better than ever and holding the line together like a reef-
mot. Hie absence, subseduently, caused long sessions on the
salection committee. Harpmer had vproved more useful at inside
forward and alweys dangerous in front of gosl. Arthur ("Con-
cussion) Bailey led the line with all his old ekill, although
at times trouvbled by injury, and whilst he could not 2lwsays
be the archltect of victory, as in the affair of the ten golden

eools, at least he was never the sexton of defeat. Viec Hasgkell
and Ron Carter.adapted themselves well on occasion in new

positions and Donis Metson came to look upon the O-right posit-
. ion as his own. Various members of the Second XI came to our

assistance when required. Once agein our thanks go to "Sergh.

| ' s e e e




6 WINCHMOR™ HILL FOOTBALL CHAT

TEE SKIPPERS SUM UP (Contd.)
THR SHCOND ELEVEN

Mo win the chamoionship of one's league 1s always an achieve-
ment. It brings gladness to the hearts of the side concerned
and 2 corresvonding honour to the Club in general. It is part-
icularly satisfactory to the 2nd. %I this last season since

we were the only team in the Club to win their league. In
fact we are feeling a little smug sbout it

The first zame was away at Merton, in the blazing glory
07 October. The side nlayed extremely well in its opening
match and Harper, a new member, played at inside forward and
wa.s subsequently promoted to the 1lst. XI. The one fly in the
ointment was the unfortunate injury to David Callwood after
only 5 few minutes play. He remained on the injured list for
sorne months. A disastrous coincidence occurred only a bare
Tortnight afterwards. Peter Pigey, nlaring on the right wing
agrinst Midland Bank, sustained an injury which has kept him
out of football ever since.

Hew wingers having been found (albeit, taking the field
shaking slightly in their boots at the thought of the fate
that had met their predecessors), the team continued by winn-
ing against Catford Wandrs. at home, 4-0. This result was
particularly encouraging in view of the fact that we were due
to meet them in the Cup 2 fortnight afterwards. Fowever,
desvite this psychologicel adventage we lost the Cun gere 2-1,
owing, mossibly to team chonges. .

Depressed by defeat so early in the Cuap and, vpossidly,
by the deplorable state of the ground at Pinner the mext week,
we Tound ourselves 3 goals down ir 12 minutes. We rallied bub
failed to win, the final score being Hh~3.. Thig bad spell

continued against C.E.V. the following week when the best we

could do was to draw 2- i
Taw 2-2. However, 1o sing a point was not the

vorst thing to hanpen in ths .
') e ’ is me. . . n
the shape of Macmeilan met i An irresistable force in

! & an immovable obiject in the form oI
iagfz za?oaieoim} bh.e.remlt was that A’La.nJ suf fered a brealk
3 €71 walch put him out of action for weeks.

-

This gave us a total éolgugogames played, 14 were won and 2 drawns
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and 29 against. This was better than that of Pinner who
also finished up with the same number of points.

In addition to Denis Metson and Len Hrrper gaining promot—
ion to the 1st XI, Bill Kebbell, Archie Cheek Tom Aclzland,
Jirmy Bryce, “Paddy“ Wilson, David Williams and Bernard Thompson
all strengthened the senior team in key gomes. Apart from
this the "regulars®" of the sider Ian Macmeikan, Bill Brooks
Alan Ioader, Stan Bell, Julian Williams, and 3ill Bailey all
contributed to the team's eventual success. A »nromising
newcomer, Geoff. Jenkin, nlayed several gemes in the forward
line and should vprove a usefuvl asset to the Club. Another
nromising oungster, Vic Haskell, made many anpearances for
us but eventually failed to hold his place in tie side and
was relegated to the 1lst XI. : '

The defence wes perhaps fortunate in having fewer changes
than vsval in its composition compared with previous seasons
and this may account for the fact that it was not until Jan.
9th. that a goal was conceded in a home geme. However, the
success of th~ side was not by any means due entirely to the
solid defence. The forwards played forceful and attractive
footvall, scoring 62 goals in league gemes, a fest only e"ceeded
by one other Club.,

Our thans go once again to Jim Perry and congratulations
on his silver anniversary.
——-000---

THE THIRD TLTVEN

Our start to the 1953-4 season was nothing short of sensational -
the first five league gemes, including away wing over Catford
and Borough Poly, nroducing 10 woints.

We therefore felt pretty good when we went over to Brentham
for the first round of the Minor Cup. The formidable half-
back line of Stan Bell, Tom Ackland and Archie Cheek got
us right on top from the start, but the forward line hit an
all-time low. It dldn't seem vpossible to miss so many chances
in one gome. Only a last minute Wilsher-Bailey goal earned
us a 1-1 draw and a renlay at home. However, we had the
miclens of a very fine choir in the side, and an excellent -
evening of cultural song ensued - what a vity Tom was not with

. AR - R i AR LRI sl T ST =
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TEE SXIPPERS SUM UP - Contd.
us on more occasions! |

In the replay we cantered home winners by 6 goals to 2 -
Bi11 Bailey scoring the lot! ot that Bill is normally
greedy, but this seemed a personal duel mbth. Bernard Thommson
vho, leading the Reserves on the adjoining nitch, MEh 'busy"

putting 10 goals in Crouch End Vempires net.

¥Meanwhile eleven spartans under Johnny H'?ill had been to
Cuffley to dig 2 point out of the A.P. mud; it was noted that
the Tota was apnlied with great skill this week!

Merton, in the 3rd round of the Cup, were soundly beaten
at home by 5 goels to 1 — (played on the Ist team witeh - 2
rare treat for the Fill sumporters!) George Wilsher toolk
two excellent scoring chances, and Fran= Thomoson wut in o
creat game at left half deswite sustaining a knee injury that
wos to keen him out of action for most of the seszson.

And so we went on to Dec. 19th unbeaten in Cum or League
games and feeling that it covldn't last. It dicdn'%t. Carshslton
peat us 1-0 ‘at home in o very scrampy grme, and this wes

followed by a couple of good hidings from Lensbury 5-1 sway
and Catford 3-2 at home.,

Cur League hopes thus dimmed we becaie even rmore G-
conscious. Tourth round opponents O, Latymerians were over-
come 4-1 after a dour struggle at Hounslow, and we saw some
good football from Geoff Jenldin in his first game for the
side. ILaurie Jay, now our regular ‘keeper!. handled well
and showed that with a little more thrust to gain possession

of the ball in the area, he will .
seasons. _, 1L be a great asset in future

W . N
the auéer;\r:?fzez glafl to have Alan Ioader back in action for
Stan*Bell rh w? agalnst Walpole A‘thletic, and both he and

ng halves played very strongly. David Callwood,

Z}?g:vezg gioznh;slzib in'jur-?' opened the scoring with a grand
o the semi-final, Bill st g 0 ed goals to pub

with th 52 this stage earned a o
team waz sﬁgmpﬁédmgi E;sf:e%hm?’t a lot Og the S'teicczsili(i:‘ the
BOrry he had to go! n- Uslasm and gooq shooting ~ we were
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Somehow or other we extracted full points from the

- League games agrinst lNorsemen 1-0 (thanks to C.A. Bvrreft -

a promising lad), Crouch End Vemme 2-1, and O, Parkonisns
225 but the form was not very convincing.

The semi-final draw was, of all teams, Catford anderers..
Perfect conditions at the Pearl Assurance ground vrodvced a
first half of fast, omen football, snd we should have establighed
a good lead by half time. David Collwood scored tvice, but
Catford levelled with goals from their right wing that were a
little lucky, and we turned round 2-2. The strength of the
Cat ford halves soon became spparent, however, and their two
wingers were glven » first class scrvice of the ball. Within
ten minutes of the restart Catford were 2 ep=ls vp, both
headed home from place ¥icks from their lett ving, and under
ever-increasing pressure we were well ~nd truly bheaten in the
end by 7 goals to 2. This very strong Catford side did in
fact commlete the Cup and Leagve double for the sccond
successive year, and we do congratulate them.

It was too late now to turn to the league with any great
hopes, but there were one or two highlights - we cantered to
5-0 and 4-0 wins in a 2-game episode at Cuaco, when a rejuvenated
John Hackett popned in five goals during the afternoon and
Derek Englefield opened his account with 2 excellent goals.
Wins over A.P., H-4 at home, and Boro Poly 2-0 away were not
classics, but.in hoth games the team showed great snirit after
sustaining injuries znd it was narticularly satisfying to take
4 points off Boro thls season — the first time for many years.

No sunmary of the 3rd XI wovld be complete without mention
of John Badkin, who in his first season wvith the Club has
established himself not only as a very strong and accomplished
foothaller but as on excellent club-mon in every way.

Trips to "Collins®™ werc more freauent this year, and never
failed to stimvlate .... Jack Peacock again failed to score,
which surely underlines the high standard of goalkeeping in
the Club,

And so we finished the season empty handed as far as
honours go, but with the same cnthusiasm and team snirit the
prospects for 1954~5 must surely be very bright.




THY FOURTH ELEVEN

The Ath. XI, continuing the imp?ow'rement wl:lich
began in the previous season, f%mshed third
in the League, this probably being ouwr best
_effort since the war. ‘

Owing to our fixture list being as usval
an extremely full one, we had to play our first
League game as early as 26th September. Howev?r, 13,01?.01‘ DTac-
tice proved no handicap, for we beat 0ld Westminster Cits. 7-0,

'a very satisfactory start. A new member, John Badkin, made

hig first apnearance for the side butb. wes soon promoted to

the 3rd. XI. - N
Against Faling we won again, once more by a solid margin,

this time 5-1. TUnfortunately, Tudor Williams was injured ond

was unable to play agrin for some time afterwards. It was

also in this geme that Jim Brennan made his debut for the side,

and for the Club, and has become a regular member of the tezm.

His experience has been a valuable asset in blending the for-
wvard line into a ugeful attacking force.

The first game that we Jost was against Cunaco at home,
by 1-3. This was' a game in which, territorially, we had far
more of the play, but a gounlc of defensive mistekes cost us
two goals. Sid Lansbury, st R-hacl:, omened his account for
the season with a beautifully placed header into his own goal
which had Ken Bein comnletely beat. Sid, however, cannot be

blamed for the defeat because, apart from this one lapse, he
played a good game.

At Midland Bank the following weel we drew 2-2. This
game saw the re-appearance of Tom Acirlond, back after 2 long

abscnce th.rough injur:r, arnd. 3% looked as if he vionl a regain
all his old form, :

Of the 'remaining gomes, the
vas that against Catford when we
Oving to the late arrival of one of the team we played vith
10 men for the first 15 minutes, e return match we lost
A-0. An 1nteresting feature of t1 ; S

ils latter occasion was the
re-appeercsnce of Gus GOWBI'S: making o come-back at I-back.

Ageinst Boro Poly, away, we lost 1-3 ond at home drew. 3-3.

We scldom seom Yo got many points out of Boro who are always
a tough proposition, Sadly, both games against N y e
vere lost; 1-3 at home and 0-4 away sk R

most outstanding, perhavs,
von a hard-fought game 3-2.
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By Janvary the "cry-offs" were rcaching their seasonal
peak. On the 23rd of this month, of the team picked at select-
lon on the Monday, only four remained when the Saturday
arrived and not all of them were in their orlglnal positions!
And yet, in swite of this, we still managed to win 5-2 (versus
Enllng). , -

Of the team itself during the season, Jim Brennan, as
already mentioned, has been outstanding. John Hackett,
before being promoted to the 3Frd XI scored many of the side's
goals, from centre-forward. Several younger members have
nlayed regularly in the side for the first time: D. Carter,
M. Jannoy, P. Hattrel and R. Cox all showed promise and
*ngelfield gained promotiorn to the 3rd XI. I. Moore at I-back
vlayed well and proved a useful partner to Sid Lansbury who
continues to play as well, if not better, than ever!

We were sorry to lose Jim Trew who moved out of the
district towards the end of the season. Harris, a veritable
tower of strength, »nlayed some whirlwind gemes at R-healf. Sarl
vlayed regularly at C-half in the omening matches and Manners
until he was injured in January, —layed his usual steady game
at L-half. Ironically, it was. ¢ed Barrett, of the o0ld firm
of Barrett and Manners, who ceme in to renlace Phil when the
latter dronncd out. '

Ken Bain, who skinpered the side regularly throughout the
season, decided to vacate his o0ld position on the wing and to
play in goal where, he felt, he could be more reasonably
certain of seeing something of the halll

The defence, as can be seen from the goal record of A9 agein-
st in 28 games, was pretty sound and the attack which
scored 87 goals is to be congratulated on its average of just

over 3 goals per game.

The team spirit continues to improve and we are looking
forward to the new socason with the re-constituted League now
in two sections, and the "Novets" OCup being run by the A.F.A.
for the first time. This is open to 4th and Hth XIs and the
Club has entered both sides. We hope that we meet each other

in the finall
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THT SKIPPERS SUM UP - GContd.
THE FIFTH BIRVEN

The 5th XI with 112 goals to their credit, over 30 more than
any other XI, and with 18 victories out of 26 games, can look
back on a season not only successful but also- very enjoyable.

That we did not win our section of the S.A,L. was due
largely (we are afraid that it has to be said once again) to
the overation of the rota system. After winning our first
five games, of which four were league goames, we suffered our
Tirst reverse agrinst Boro Poly in vhich game, howvever, the
Zil11 had the distinetion of being the first side to score a
goal against Boro Poly in that Glubls sixth league game of
the season.

On several occasions the team had the assistance of senior
Players, including ouwr first XI centre half  who made a velcome

re—-appesrance in our home engagement with Boro Polytechnic.

When our fixture secretary runs out of S.A.L. sides we
play the Old Boys! teams, and in only one of these eight
fixtures did the eleven fail to win. In two of these games

double figures were reached and on another occasion nine
goals were scored wi thout reniv, |

The season wasg also i
- . Successful from the point of view of
the weather and in no case w - :

&8 1% necessary to abandon = game.
™ ] | ‘
—ven in the fog at Beckenham the defence could almost see their
Iorwards scoring, after their '

disanpearance i
Npear: nto the gloom
vhen loud cheers sent back tidings of success! |

guccesses on the field 3 2y enjoyable evenings and

Bacon whose tremendous
tributed to many a

vith pleasure the cons

A : - ’
ing usﬁziig g%ecffh:]f;‘pfexghths slde for the whole season, Dlay-
look forward to the ne ah occasional game at pivot. We

W se :
vhich has been awaiteq s: coone ™ to the ney Cup competition

¢ €agerly and ¢ ix ture
becretary is pleaged ag 1t neans one mogg ggtéo}?g-hag?tfiﬁ £i11l



THE CLUB SUPPER

THERT IS LITTTM DOUBT thnt tho Winchmoro H111 0lub sunnor
hao become tho moat popular and eucconeful event of the Hil
soclal onlondnr. Ivory yeanr, when we nlt down to tablo, we
nnelt Into whoet aeoms to ho an ovon emallor smell evaco, rnd
the timo is wndoubtedly coming whon forms Instend of chodrs
wlll havo to Do used and ol) momborn of ovor r certnin wldth
oxcluded] AL this 1s to ony that the Club 1in ap lively and
woll summortod an evor and, Indoed this vapt sencson hnving
aoon tho memborehip inerenso, tho night of Mridey, 30th
Anrll chowod nn ovon groater number of nlaying membors presont
nt this annuel function.

It goon wlthout saylng, that anybody who ls anybody is
nrogent at the suwmor. The directoro ond sonlor sharoholders
ara thero to n man. The "nrofessionnl diners-out" reprosent-
ing club or noroclation (Alatance no object, mromared to eo
anywhero) aro thoro too, drintine hord in tho causo of svort.
An atmoaphoro of goodwlll and honhomie moervadens tho oir nnd
the aromn of Coronn (am well no the whiff of the woodbine)
minglos mngently with 14, On this night of nipghte ovorrone
1o in a good huwmouwr and ovon 0lAd po-nnd-po in rctuplly seon
to buy somaone » drink,

In the proliminary limbering-um in the bar, before the
procoedingn proper, many old foces nro scen. Ployors of
vostoryear, moetlng agaln nfter a long intervel, ore busy
ronewlng acquaintance and roealling the deys when football,
Sir, was foothall, ond not tho nomby-namby business 1t hae
dogeneratod 1nto todny. Boefore the evoning is over thls polnt
1o to he made ngnin, in ono of tho speeches, bBut For the moment
old What's-hig-name 1s prodding old Thingummybod in hle ample
wnlotcoot and saylng "Iook here, o0ld man, you know very woll
1f they'd had 0ld so-and-go (he nemes an old stalwert of other
days) in the forward lino they'd have won the Cup ...... Tho
remainder ip lont in the Toastmaoterls call to us to take our
places at table and wo file elowly in whilet tho inovitablo
latecomere are plending desporately for n drink at the bar.

The hall 4m onco more a magnlficent array. The orgnnleers
have done us proud snd overything is beautifwlly set out. Soon
we are eating nn excellent menl interrupted occaslonally by
someone wanting to drink n toast with eomoone else because he
1g woaring the Olub tle or becauso he skippored the Hth. XI




i i P L ar S

o S S R

Ll WINCEMOR® HILL FOOTBALL CHAT

THE CLUB SUPPER (Contd.)

in the Boer War or something. Amway it does not make any
difference on our table. It wwould take more than a few

toasts to ston us when we have our heads in the old nosebag.
A steady, right and left hand eating motion is in progress
wvith the elbows following nicely throuvgh. OSatisfied at last
we lean back contentedly to listen to the speeches.

This year Eric Birch, an old Hill player from the rough
and tough Tory days of S5.A.L. soccer, is vwroposing the torst
of the Club., And who better? For Eric, who is an M.B.ZI,
(Mvd, Blood and Energy) comes from the days when players
nailed on their shorts and ldissed their wives goodbye before
going on the field. Eric is very kind to the footbollers of
today for he admits that they arc nearly as good as when he
was playing. The true status of o Club, he szys, is founded,
not so much on its canacity to win matches but reother on the
spirit in which the grme is played. In this respect the Clubls
renutation stands high., ZInthusinstic and whole—hearted
players are bncked by an efficient and hord-working hody of
officers. Ve glance over at the officers! hard working hodies
and note that most of them seem to be thriving on it. Few,
1% any, are westing away to a chedow, We once agrin rivet ovr
attention on the spealer. He is telling vs that his disa-moint-
ment at the Club not winning the A.F.A, C'm is not cavsed by
the fact that there wuld not be » trophy in the mavilion,

but because a tcam of whole-hearted triers was just not n~ble
to find its form.

How it is the turn of Alec Cooper, our Chairman, to respond

and he begins by offering congratulations to Southgate Olymnic

or winning the Cup. The league record has not been quite so

good but nevertheless all of the teams wovld finish in strong
positions. After praising the leaderchip of the individual
captains, Alec says that one of the most'encouraging —

has been the number of keen young players with pressing claims
for conslderation as senlor team members., With difficulty.
people 1like Ken Bain, John Spence snd Aubrey Gleed are restrained

from taking a bow and Alec goes on to thanik his fellow officers
for thelr loyal co-operation,

The traditionsl toast

"Absent Friendgh rank
o'clock. | o is d at nine
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THE CLUB SUPEFR (Contd.)

Ian Bedford, hest known as the son of Bill Bedford, the
famous Winchmore Hill bowls player, keeps us continuovsly
amusod in hio welcome to the guests. We have 2lways thought
this ~ difficult speech to mate because it i1s so "hitty" and
requires no end of rescarch but Isn maintains an informal
manner throuvghout and tells hisg funny story which is about
the AP.A. officisl who thought that Cambridge was half-way
betwenn Hieton and Winchmore Hill,

Ur. Kingaton, Hon. Sec. of the A.F.A. who must like us
beecruge he has glvon up several other enticing invitations
to club dinners to be present, renlies »nd tells o wonderful
cnecdote about the way in which the prese can mis-renresent
what you1 say. We noticed that the members of the local nress
nresent laughed heartily st this but did not subseouently
represent or mis-represent the story. On reflection, perhaps
they had o good renson.

Zon Baln, vho succeeded Sid Iynaston, so that the latter
can haove his sunper in peace for once, malzes an admirable
tongtmaster but Sid etill has the commering of the cntertain-
ment to do which he does in his usunl smooth style. The
comedy poir are gpod and raise nlenty of laughs although we
nien the unofficliel turn by Bill Earle of the Norsemen -
vhich we have come to ermect ~s mart of the nroceedings.

And po at last it is time to maclk un and go home once more.
As we do so woe wonder if the summers are still as good as
they used to be nnd if there is stilll the same zest as in
the days of vore. We opoen the door to go out and something
round end hard crunches agrinst the frameworlc just missing
our hend by inches. We decide there i1s and dodge smartly and

ranidly out 4into the night.
'===000---

PEN PORTRAITS - Contd. from page 26.

Tt 18 pome time nov gince Aubrey returned from abroad.
About onc nnd a half football neasons. I supmose one day
he vA. 1), be nmopted abroad agoin (to some fantastic place, no
doubt) - and off he will go into the blue once more. But
until sueh time we hope to have the use of his trusty left foot
in the 5th, XI. Yot to mentlon his even trustier head!
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TASTYR TOUR (Contd. from page 36)

on Sunday. A farewell lunch took plece at the London Hotel

for thosec staying there, with the trbles seb out in style ond
oftorwards the entire party Joined forces at the Antolope.

W5.th Ron Howe and lichael Pryke supolying the music the early
aftornoon soon became rich with tho sound of song. Choirmastor
Aclond led the singing in his deep mit brown voice, towering
sbove the community lilze the base pipe of an orgnn. A movo
wos made at half past two un to the dance hell wupstalrs whers
it was felt the sounds of Jollification would not re~ch the
streets Your ecribo, sbandoning for once bis mencll ond mmper,
vent through his song oné dance act (rrnrl, incidentally, nensrly
through the stage as well) vhich only ghows vwhat he crn do vhen
he lets his hair down. |

Amid scenes of the greatest bonhomin the perty woarded
the coach, some of them going throush the door and gtrnsisnt
out through the roof agsin. The coach ot lagt nrocegdod on
its way up the high street of Poole and the local wonuluce,
emazed heyond mere vords, could only stand and storo.

And so we left the sunny chores asnd dreaming brys of Poole;
perhaps to return agnin some day in the far distont fabure
(next.year?). The afternoon was gnent at Christchurch where
the river scene provided s nicture of sunshince and coarizling
vater. A trin on the river in the "9-vlary" gupnlied o plecsant,
if rather chilly, end to the afternocon's wal and then back o
the coach again for our return home.

Oving to an administrative miz—un, Potter's norty srrived
A0 nimutes late, dbut they toolz the whole thing '-.re}y calmly end
vere not at all unset vhen informed of the fact. The finsl
stage of the journey now commenced and the only thin{_: to worry
about was vhere to ston on the way bnck. Some gald ﬁoon gome
sald late, but in the end the driver gettled the whole thing
for us by simply pulling in at a pull-up when he felt thirszy-

As we reached the home hunting grounds, one by one the bhravee
melted into the night. Sadly, the tour, 1ile all good things,
was coming to an end. Tired but contented the 1nst of the Fill-

men left the coach ond made trncksg ¢
Tour wasg over. or hls wigwam. The Easter
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A GREAT DAY FOR THE PARISH!
BUT NOT ALAS! FOR WINCHMORE HILL

YOU WOULD NOT think, would you, that you could be good eno?gh
to reach the final of nny Cup competition three yeors running
vithout winning it ot loast once. But you can, you know, You
con. Agr Borrett. Borrett, in cose the namc is not familiar,
ig the Club gkioper, or he was at the time of which I write.
Before the final of the AJF.A. Senior Cup at Barnet on 10th
April he wes usually known aos Burrett — Cherles Burrett - but
he anparently had his neme changed for the occasion and now he
is always reported in the local press, PTOEr MMeS cte., as
Porrett. - A sort of stage nnme, I suvpose. (As everybody, except
apparently, owr fat-hended reporter, has realised, this was
Obvgously a misprint - 1t ghould, of course, have been Blrrett,
Fd. ‘ .

As in the Amateur Cup this year, the two finallsts came from

districts onlv o stone's throw spart. So close, in fact, that
gtanding in tﬂb ono, you conld almost epit into the other. UYNot

that anyone in the Hill would think of committing swch an
ungentlemanly nct, vhatever he folt like at the result.

L B R
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There is no doubt that Southgate Olympic are a useful side
and on the day's nlay they deserved to win. B?tz on the other
hand. it is also 2 fact that the Hill were definitely out of
) Firstly, of
course, there was the injury to Ian Bedford which kept him out
of the team and made the composition of the forward line so .
As everybody
now knows, and ags Howard Felton himself would probably agree,
the decision to bring him up to inside forward from right half
did not turn out to be a success. There is no guwerantee, any-

luclk, both before and on the fateful afternoon.

difficult without risking dangerous experiments.

way, that any other move would have been successful.

If, however,

this re—-shuffle was responsible, at leost in part, for the belance
of the Hillls attack being upset, it did not, fortunately, weaken
the half-back 1line, for Archie Cheel:, who replaced Howard,

nlayed an excellent game. On top of this Bill Kebbellls injury
of the previous week had made his fitness suspect and it was

decided that his inclusion could not be rislked.

These, then were the disadventages under which the Hill
vegan their grme on the Barnet F.0. ground on that brilliantly
sunny Saturday afternoon in Anril. Yet if any of the side felt
any doubts abont their ability to win -they certeinly did not
show them, for right from the start the Fill attacked, and in
the first minute a Felton header rebounded of f the crossbar.

Charles was right on for
all. He nlayed a true
distribution resulted 3

quickly. The Hill's marksmanshiv
and it was at the other eng $
speculative high shot b
the clutching fingers o
over his head,

. This greatlr encouraged 01
1n an endeavour %o clinch -

bacg and Ron Howe twice gave the Olymmic defence
anxious moments with long shots, ”

It might be wearisome here t

' L
by blow" account of + SO L

he play that followed. Tt
gizgozhbeHsald by any stretch of the imagination
tho cai 111 excelled themselves op Played as

» and have, Dlayed before in ieaaue or

(f‘.nnfﬂ N

ﬁy‘i\

0

n and seemed to show no Cup nerves at
Captain's game from the start and his

n the attack getting into motion very

, however, was not impressive,
where' the danger developed.
7 Eric Dovnes in the 28th minute eluded
f Morton Harvey and entered the goal

A

ymoic who nput on the pressure
matters. The Hill, .however,




HOCKEY

| WE ARE PIEASED to record that the Hockey Section has had another
' | successful season. Several new faces were welcomed at the

. beginning and as ususl a few. of our old members left, either

"~ becruse they moved from the district, got married or o0ld age set

:in. Fowever, in spnite of a slightly different 1lst ZI from the
previous season, we soon settled down to nlay some really good
hockey as results have proved. During the whole of the season
the first team only lost two g-mes. One of these was ageinst
Lensbury, verhans rather unlucldly as we could not field a
commlete 1st XIs the other sgeinst Faling who are ~ very strong
club and have a membershin somevhere in the region of 70. (On
reflection I suspect that at least half thelir members were on
the field at ,the- time!) The 1gt XI have scored a record number
of goals, 114, and have conceded only 32. The 2nd. and 3rd.
ZI's have also played well, although towards the end of the
season it became increasingly difficult to field three comvlete
teams. On several occasions hugbands and sweethearts were
offered ‘mirple shorts and hockey sticks, not forgetting = book
of rules, and were asked to heln us out. I cannot imagine why

' OUr opnonents were offended! (Obviously by the book of rules.

Yow would you feel? ZEd.)

' t Our good results throughout the season
he very well balanced team (in all respec

Ehi-s Year and a fine team spirit which has €
° Marjorie Cvllingford, our rotiring Captain,

"Uch to raise our standards.

_are attridbuted to
ts) we have fielded
wigted., Our thanks
vho has done SO

s geason we intro-

Fa,irl'v s00n t Of thi
. after the commencemen _ ~d been
T?Zice(.i a rots system as we felt that those me%l:eizdw}ili 1f:-tluf-;erna.'ce
ayin i switcC e
g for the 3rd. XI were meroly being SWLICU T o hors

Wee}c i
8+ Under the rota system it did mean ns included in the

] i r
sould have more grmes, also as the 2nd. sl a higher
i M gave more girls a chance of playing in members
; te Of tha.nkS to

gr
Ade of hockey, Here we must give a Vo

Y N IR AT e

P N I R T e
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I With the ueuwal end of the season County Tournament, held | |

(Be warned! It is the end of all freedom. Bd. )
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HOGKEY (Contd.)

of the Football Section who gave Us guidance on this néW'venture_
(Ahn! So that's the way of it! ILittle do you reslise the

evil you will bring upon yourselves by adopting this diabolical
practice., The selectors (as has already hapvened in the Foot-

ball Club) will heavily back your ommonents to win and then

rota all your star pleyers thus making sure of huge profits. !

TP

Barly in the season County Trials were held on our ground
and as a result two of our nlayers, namely Sylvia Lowing and
Margaret Coleman, werc selected to pley for Middlese:x 2nd ZI.
The latter mlayed for Middlesex 1lst XI in the Southern Counties
Tournament held at Worthing in the New Year and both have played
for the 1lst team on other occasions. We feel that County
officials chose our ground becsuse of its excellent condition
and here we should like to send a vote of thanks to Mac and the
boys for the grand work they do in this conneetion: also for
p2inting our balls white. It is so much better to play with
a ball you can see! (We entirely agree. The number of times
we have run down the wing and found that the ball, which was
auite visible when we started, had comnletely disa-meared at
the end of our run. lost .disconcerting! Ed.) Ty |

In November we staged a match between Mew Zealand and
South Reserves. Conditions were good but the New Zealanders
proved too good for their onvonents winning by 8 - 1. It was

an interesting geme for the 600 spectators, mainly children L
from the local schools, to watch,.. .

The 2nd XI led by Jennifer Hall have not had quite such i
good results ac last year. This is in no way a rcflection on i

their leadership but on occasions the 1st XI have hed to call

upon the Reserves thus wealzening the second team.

t1 Kay'Har?ios has very ably captained the 3rd XI again and
ey are_on the upward trend., It is the spirit of the combined

teams which is the Club's strength and the talent of reserves

gho, when called wnon, never let us down. Some members from
oth the 2nd and 3rd XI'g gre showing great promise and it

1s to them we shall turn to ) |
v :ee u - , i
the Club in the future, P up the good revutation of ;
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this year at Regent Polytechnie ground, Ohiswlclz, the O61ub
ontered the 1st XI who exéelled. This proved n vory en‘.jo"ynblg

and successful afternoon. Torty eclubs from all over Mi;lﬂ.:la‘ge‘x
toolk vart and they were divided into five sections, ench team
olaying short gomee of 9 minubos ngrinst every eclub in its section,
Out of the 7 gemes woe played, we won 6 and dfow ons thus winning }
Section H. : Wo went on to play wvinners of Soction 2 hut i
unfortunately tired r~ther more than our onponents, Higherte,

and lost by 1-0. Our congratulations to Highrete who wont on

to wvin the tournament. Ouwr consolation was that the 0lub scored
more goals then any other club during the tournsment.

On Moy 1st and 2nd we took part in the Thaonet Testival held
at Ramsgote. This wos a most *enjoyable wecrkend ond grent
experience wes gained, especially from Vern Chapmon and half
the Kent toam.

Our thanks sre duwe to the unfailing and willing services
of the wnpires, although we do not always agree with thoilr decls-
ionsg! Mrs. Welsford looks aftor us weetly, for which wo thonk

her: a cup of tea is always welcome after a match.

What heve we to look forward to next sonson? Further
successes — we hopse, new shovers and woeh basins wo oarnostly

pray, and perhape (who nows?) ~— a Ath toem. Any friends will
be welcome at Clud Trials to be held on Saturday, 2nd October,

1954 - and the more %the merrier. M.0.

——000——-

A GREAT DAY FOR THE PARISH (Contd. from pege 16)

cup. It was not only that, in the forward lino, 151_1‘1'9 gnneml;
shin was gadly missed.« Arthur Beiley at contre -I"orx-rard_wn.a not,
by any means, his usual eparkling solf. A hard_lmpc?c i’ltt:.mards
opeéning minutes of the game had 1leid him low and in.‘f n‘t 0 ;1
did we learn that he had sustained conocussion. 1t miﬂh. ::;?tor
have beon this that coused him to mies the vitnl_lmn%m{‘b a
he himgelf had reduced Olymnic‘s gecond half lead t:h -l; thbira
€rand goal from a contre by Metson. Cortain it 1.9*‘ galn.l;er

Wes the twurming point of the geme. For p few MIME:S ° % o
Olympic hed scorﬂed‘again end with thie goel A Sy

24.)
(the finigh of this thrilling story is on DRSS 4
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IE/R UNCIE BEN,

I am a young
ball. During the

member of the Club and very keen on my foot-
winter I am duite hanpy and contented beccause

I om either nlaying football or watching football (owing to the
rota I have had more oprortunity than usuel for wabtching foot—

ball this winter).

But in the summer there is no football and

I feel sort of lost. I don't play cricket or tennis or anything
and if I come uwp to the Club therc is only cricket or tennis to
watch and, as I say, I am not keen on them.

As I sit disconsolately on the verandoh while all those
around me are enjoylng themselves nlaying or watching I feel

right out of it.

Iots of young girls go by on their wey to the

courts lauvghing and jolding and looking very nice in their shorts

but although I look nlright in my football gear I don't know if
court shorts would guit me.

And so - as I'm not keen on tennis or cricket - what is

there to do?

IEAR MR. RIDP,

I am sorry to

on you in the summer months, but

an uncommon onc,.

If you know, please tell me.
' Yours disconsolately,

D. Ripp.

hear of the depression which seems to descend

your prodblem is not, unhappily,
Cricket, to which some peonle laughingly refer
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as a game, 1s properly and traditionally watched in ap mbmee.
phere of gloom. TenniS,_of course, 1is a pastime it onlym?.'sr
gigeling girls and whooping y?uths, and 1t covld not be expected
to apreal Yo such a fine specimen of masculinity ne yourself.

However, do not despair. There is quite a simple solution
to your difficulties. There are seversl gemes and sports possible
during the summer which I am sure would appeal to you, though
they are not normally vlayed out of doors, anyone would be
pleased to tell you about them, Dbut if vou have any difficﬁlty,
vrite to me again, enclosing a stamped adfressed envelove and
I will send you full details together with book of rules,
disegrams, telephone numbers etc, ‘

But perhaps your simplest plan would be to ask any one of
the young girls youv mention if she Inows any indoor games you
could play. I am sure you would find her answer interesting.

Yours enviously,
. UNCLe EEN,
mmeem0 00—

IEAR UNCIE BEN,

I am not now a vlaying member of the Club, having become
rather short-sighted of late and also wnsble to run much, so
I gave it wp. I algo found that when I did play - which is some
tine 480 now — I never could understand the rvles too well,
°fpecially the offside one. There were also quite a lot
°f rules that I heard the fellows mention that I knew absolutely
nothing ahouvt, i ’

However, I sm still very keen on the gome and woulfi,not
liYe to lose touch. I am not very interesteq in watching as
" ehort-sightedness makes it difficult for me to see exactly

“hat 1g happening except when play 1s very close to where I
o standing,

So perhaps you could sugzest somethii;g I covld d; toIkzgﬁ"c
¢t vith the game and even possibly help the Clui-]r
vhat it 1g, nor do I care what people say or think.

Cont
Care

| ', .’fours hazily, C
’ I. M, CLEUGHIESS.

%
%
.
¥
i

e T i

e S ———
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UNCIE BEN (Contd.)

IEAR MR, CLEUGHLESS, . |

' Your qualifications as you describe them in your letter
are indeed interesting and so outstanding that I am sure you
will readily find some congenial and useful sohere in which
you covld make use of them. - '

You have doubtless thought of taking up refereeing. I
would not, I think, advise this, for it is an occupation
vhich is already overcrowded with men with just the same
dualifications as yourself, and you might find the competit-
ion uncomfortably keen.. You see, you do admit that you know
that rules exist, and this would certainly prevent vou from -
reaching the top flight of referees.

Yo, I think the cleugh to the situstion lies in the last
sentence of your letter. If you really do not care what
pecnle think, why not try to join the selection committee?

As long as you do not Irnow too much about the geame and cannot
see well enovgh to recognise the players I sm sure you would
go far. TYou might even get to be Chairman. At the very least
there arc many nrettr little rackets open to selectors.& Good
luclz! i

Your af fectionate,

UNCLE ZLN.

———000—~—-

A GHTAT DAY FOR THE PARISH (Gontd. from vage 21)

the Hill. 1In t?rn, Olympic missed o penalty, srlendidly saved
by Harvey, but it was an anti-climax, for another goal could |
hardly have affected the result of the gome. As it was it
nerely served to keep the score ore respectable from the Hill's

point of view and perhang gav
= s Ve a crmumb of
for ouwr own miss, comfort to our players

And so back to the Club and inte
egual and disanpointments arg not so b
bitter is not a disappointment,
that they were as adept i

adept at getting one over the r it.
And that was about that. Next Jsear, of course i e

(Yos, this really is the end.)

the bar where all men are
%tter as long as the
Olympic came too, and showed
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n@ SKIPTERS SWM UP - Contd.
pi@ SIXTH BIOVRN

orce agrin 4t was n ploasure to skliner the 65h. XI snd te
wolcomo mony now membors to the. slde and to the Club.

It wes qulto o successful senson when 1t is realiged
that chongesn are 6o drastic from week to weelc that the gide
rarely geto a chance to settle down a8 a2 team.

It 1s, however, a plensant thought that members of higher
cldes, ofter being injured find, in the 6th XI, 2 quiet haven
suitablo for n convalescent gome or two (Ib convalescing at
home, though!)

Cne of these peomle was Tom Acklend who started the sezson
by playing with us at Cuaco. This resulted in 2 win for the
Hi11l, the first time we have beaten them for many sezsons.

Vie Carpenter scored the only go»nl in the match very near the
end. In case it should be thonght that Tom's presence made
ell that difference, may 1t be noted that the others were just
ze fafe and pure (safe from promotion snd sure of staying in
the gide, thot isl |

— A peme that w11l long be remembered was our first home
7me.  Cords were sent out with directions to the ground and
“erybody arrived before time. OF the amusing incidents, the
fornlest (4f wou 1ile thot sort of thing) was at Kilburn Poly.
After vading through mud snd water a foot deep we reached the
Parilion (pavilion! Ye Gods!). This magnificent edifice vas
CﬁrﬂTﬂ.etely devold of light, water or windows — more like a
“iable than anything. The goalposte, on the other hand.; “Wewe
8% vngtable. As our goa,lkeen'ér proved vhen taking a short

- ted.
et azainat them, However, we were not always so badly treate

e.)’g. ‘
13 ) nan wn.g l 1r LY the . Geﬂﬂono HONBUQI ? a

“eeks in hospital nut him right again.

homg ﬁ*’ would 11ke to thamk ll those people

ﬂelec

who refereed the

) ) urse, the
705, "Doi" Tveng in particular, and, g;g‘?xlt task.

ton committee for performing a VOTY 1
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ROEERT HENRY McIEOD, who died on August 31lst at the.age ?f
73, was a non-playing member of the Football Club since its

inception in 1919,

Chairman of the F.C., from 1927 to 1941, committee men
and Life Member of both Cricket and Football Clubs his service
to us has been long and full. Rob McLeod was, indeed, a fine
chap and we owe him a lot, even those o¥ us who did not know
him. To those who did the nlace will not seem the same with-
out him. TFor such as he are not born every day.

g s

JAMES WORTH, dvring his more then forty years' membership of
the Winchmore Hill Club, of which he was a Life Member, was

an active cricketer with an ardent support of all nlaying
sections, and an outstanding administrator who duwring his long
Chairmanship from 1938-45 paved the way for post-war amalgamat-
ion. He was keenly interested in smatenr football, being

in his earlier years a noted referee nnd laoter Chairman and
President of the 0ld Boys'! League. In his capacity of Senior
Master at Edmonton Latymer's School and then as Headmaster

of Edmonton County School he interested colleagues and puils
in the Winchmore Hill Club, and to him we are indebted for the
introduction of many leading nlayers and officers - 2 fact
conmemorated by a dinner in his honour when he retired to
Cornwall tvio years ago.

Some were vrivileged to have Itno
others as a teacher, and all as = tr
failing friend.

win Jimny as a colleague
ue sportitsman and never-

———=000 -~

PEL] PORTRAITS - Contd. from page 30.

one warn (well, what was Minotchlca doing?) in the sub-zero
temperatures of the Eagt. Névertheless, on returning ﬁome he
found that it was, in fact, far colder here than in Mbsc;w -
(something to do with the hunidity) and so continued,much to
the delight of everybody, to wear it in Iondon Aub;e' i d
thus come to prove the truth of the old saying.that J ba ins
to feel the cold more if one alloys b e

lood ¢ ot
alcoholic stream. And of the new ane tﬁattg get into the

man's best friend". So if you notice tpe 1
with Aubrey you'll know it! i
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LIED

A TINNIS. BALL BOUITED down the road and trickled to a stov
close to & Dby dressed in a jersey and » dbrand new pair of
wolf cub's blue gerge shorts. As ho bent down to pick it wp,
another Loy, dressed in a sailor swit, descended on him and
claimed the bell. A few minutes later tho two were having a
Miick about" w and down a auiet suburbon street. The boy in
the marine outfit was Aubrey Gleed:; the other boy was myself.

So began a friendshin which has lasted right wn to the
prosent doy. When it begon we were but seven years of age.
and 1t comnenced, as it has continwed, in close association
wvith footbrll. In fact, o voritoble football assoclation,

one might say.

If the Aubrey one sees down the Club these days, the
Aibroy of tho woll-groomed apnoarance, the natty waistcoat

"and ‘the nlight ereying of the hoir at the temples and, of course,

the "Ronnld Colman® moustache, vortraying, as these things do,

thoe gentloman from the Foreign Office, scems » vory different

picturo from that emall boy kicking the tennis ball wp end
down the stroet, there is stillhone thing that hns rersisted
through the years — his truly keen interest in football. -

Tt wos, indeed, sn wmsual occurrence not to find Aubrey,
eccompanied by soversl friends, playlng football on any ond
every ocecnslon possible, duwring the winter days of those now
somewhat far nway years. FPork keepers, policemen and guardia?s
of the playing fields were all dofied in their time, and many's

i P G *

L
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tho acolding from irntn parenthood vhich wns incurred by the
moro thon smplo supnly of mud clinging to c¢lothes nnd bootg
that ovon n hondlcorehiof ond nocket penknife could not wholly
romove. Not that wo d1d not change into the corroct apmarcl
whonover we could. "Shote in®, "ell agrinst 211" (and heaven
help the goolkooper) and tho mateh, nroper, genorally ssru us
oquinpod in tho ghirtn, school nnd tho boots, footbnll. There
wrg little timo for non-opmontiolae, lilko washling ond homevorl,
nnd frogmontly the blue poncl) comment, accompenied hy a low
mork, bore wiltneso to nn ovor-zorlong regard for the rounded -
leathor hnll,. : * '

And. yot, nomchow, woe mnnaged to do some worlt. Unless we
A1d, thoro wore "dotontlons" - sand "dnte", as thoy were celled,
deprived ng of a vnlued hour's play ofter school. As for as
uchooln nrn concorned, to say that Aubroy went to Tollington
wvould. not be qulte anccurnto. He certainly epent some part of
his schooldays tharo, but then ho also graccd the portnls of
quite o numbor of acholnptic egbtablighmenta, of vhich there
vare novern) 1ln tho Crouch Ind - Mugwel) 111 oroa. All of
bheao ottemptod, in tho varying time at thoir dlamossl, to add
somothing te an eduentlon which, by the time Anbrey loft at the
| ngo of oixtoon, had como to resemble a somowhat matehworl cuilt.
Pt, strangoly, nince life soeems to work hv opnositos thg‘boor
scholnr, lnattentive of his boolzg while f),tuschool Bo;notimes
bocomen, 1n ofter years, the woll-rosd, well-informed citizen
able to hold his own with the best of %he ;ognoscenti So 1t
w2s with Aubrey. O0f courso, ho has his favourite "ho'l;'b' horses”
Politicp, so often ooschown by tho ﬁnglish. ip oné Forgi i =
nolitice, Furoponn history and Bevereal Ja’ 6o E t i fud
ing the onc he uges when ho nigkleleg éhé gg;?g tHQ_. otball
fi61dl) are othorg. And, of courug' wo muzt n:: fgiggzotﬁglill
abgsorbing tople of snort - “ )
tho b1t betweon M5 beoth 1iﬁn§1irit803§p°°t°' Whon Aubrey has
no stonpling him. SkKilful ot évoidfﬁm Eﬁ phoedl; tgerelﬂn
yet nover a bore, he puts hig g 6f‘v: deliberate "plonk",
convineingly. 3Be tho subject gox Orosib ew amusingly and
Stnlin, he 18 cqually ot home %o i eria, Spanieh fly or
dry sense of hwnour o .vném all he brings the same

» O Bonne of humour wvhich st
his critico and onugos hig friends., Not tha el el
critics -~ at lennt, not in tho Club. 7 t he hae many
+ Jor Aubrey hps a monrer

R
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whlch 1n novor offonnlve - in n dny and are when menners have
ondly ¢ono by tho board, Aubrey rotnins his eenee of the fit—
noon of thingn - and woe Dbetidr anybody who leaves tha door
opon in tha bar on n cold winter'n night!

Bofore the war Aubrey worked in severrl commercial firms,
lattorly an n "bupsinono efficlency oxnert". Comnlete with
alldo~-rde, otow-watch nnd atorl helmet (for mrotection against
irate workers) he comnuted dally 1in complicated and intricate

synboln, wderateod by fow nand foered Ly many. The story that
ho conconled himpell around the factory dissulsed as A tin of

cocon. nud then Jumped out clicking his stop-wnteh nnd shouting
"eot '4m" 40 nbrolutely wntrue - 4t was o tin of beans.

Aunbraey, hownver, dld not lilke boing » human stov-watch and
aftor hontilitles hnd onded and averyhody had come down to
roalitios onco more, he mought » Jjob in the Civil Service.

hore the timewiece to he contemplated was larger, and on the
wnlle Dut Mngland, after the forelgn service Aubrey had so
rocontly nut in, seemed too hwmdrum end it was not long befora
ho trnngferred to the Forelgn Office snd accepted a post in

the logation in Sofie, Bulgarin. This wes Auvbrey's first venture
Into Rusplan controlled territory. Some of ug said, soon

aftor he had departed, that we could almost hear the clang o~
the "owrtndin® as it descended bhehind him. We half wondered,

I bolievoe, vhether we should over see him agailn, such was the
otate of international affairs at the time. However, we need
mt have worrled. Aubrey wrote ragularly and spmeared to be
onjoying himgelf., Two years later the "curtain" lifted just
enough to nllow him to scramble underneath — and Aubrey was home
ogndin. The time wng July, 1950 and in October he was nlaying
footbnll . for the Hill once more.

But 1f you are in the Forelgn Service you are, strangely
enough, expected to put in some foreign service sand so in
Februnry, 1952 Aubrey wes off on his travels egain, this time
right into the heart of the Bear's Den - Moscow!! The wires
buzzed and the cables whizzed between the capitals of London
and Mopoow and eventually Aubrey's train rumbled into the

btation at the latter city and drew to & hissing halt. Aubrey

had beon studying Russlan so that the nemes of the stations
which, 1ike overything elee in Russia, are wrltten in mgsic.
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wore at least partially intelligible to him but he could not
have mistaken his wheresbouts at that moment for, of course,
Molotov was thero with the red carpet spread out to greet him!

Iife in Moscow was not particularly gey for Aubrey. True,
there was the ballet snd the vodka — and the beautiful Ninotchka
and the vodka — and the view of the Kremlin and the vodka -
but .... therc was not oven the commarative freedom of Bulgaria.
Thero in the canital restrictions were many and contact with
the natives practicslly nil. The Russians, Aubrey found, were
charming 1f only one could get the onmortunity of speaking to
them. They were also more outspolzen than could have been good
for them had »n official ear been within hearing on the few
occasions that d4id occur for such an exchange of views. Aubrey
left just before the death of Stelin - and so missed perhaps
the most dromatic, and certeinly the most illuminating, event
of the time. News renched him afterwards of the effect of this
event on the Russian neople. They, it avneared were taldng the
death of their beloved "frther" with svrprising fortitude and
14 was notable the extreme solf-discipline they showed in
remaining so very dry-eyed at the passing of euch a dear ond
revered friend and protector. The Russian newsnaners carried
storles of the thousands wion thousands of sorréwing'people who
had come to pay homage to Stalin as he lay in state in the
Lremlin and although some suspicious Western mathema’ician
calculated that 1f the figln‘os gj_v@n were correct ’Chen the
oeople must have becn going past the bler at something lilke
thg speed of Josse Owens breslzing the 100 yards record, this
dic¢ little to detrsct from the remarlzable nature of the scene
nand was looked upon merely as subversive Western propaganda.

. On Aubrey's return the patrons of the Hill wore natuwrally
nterested to hear, from first hand, what life was really like

in Moscow and many were the ;
Pints which were quaffed whilo
Aubrey held an eager audience hanging won his every word.

One of the things which Aubre '

1 Y brought be

(No, No, not Ninotchknls was n coat, beaﬁ%ifu;$§ §§§m1§g§3ad
This, we found, if worn inside oV ke '

1t, enabled th
imporoonate Ma: Miller (or wag it ﬁlanagan?) w:tgeg::;stgting

cffect. .Aubrey, howover, sald it was
' replly : t ;
(Contd. on page 26.) v meant for keeping




TOUJOURS LA TOUR

HAVING BEZEN APPOINITD OF7ICIAL historisn of the Winchmore Eill
foothall tour of last Faster, I feel it encumbent upon me to
report, for the enlighterment of owr present readers and for

the benefit of wosterity, the events of that highly interesting
ond diverting evcursgion as truvthfully and as accurately 2s it

is in my power so to do, holding hHack nothing that it anpezrs to
me shovld be rccorded and being bound only by the limitations
imnosed by the laws of libel and the honour of a gentleman.

The coach was dve to lcave the Capitol on Good Friday
morning at 7 a.m. So that I shsall begin as I mean to go on,
let me admit guite frankly that I was mysclf some ten minutes
lnte. I found, however, that I was by no meons the last to arrive.
"Red" (described in the officisl programmc as "Ginger") did not
arpear at 2]l, and i% was discovercd later that she had
forgotton to talze the min out{of her alarm clock). She ceme
on by trein. The remainder of thc party, altogether some forty
strong, woere picked un along the route, mostly in the Estate
Agento! Mil~, which lies between the Capitol and Bowes Road.
At onc ston o gentleman handed in o “ood parcel for John Hackett
vho, nrosumably, had mieced his "r~akfagt in his anxiety not
to bo late. He nrced not have worried as the coach by then
wos at leas’ hself an hour behind the clock. Although only
ralf swale the commony wes in holiday mood, as might have been
e'mected, and the shaven fraternised freely with the unshaven.
The 1ndies, vho looked charming and heautiful as always, added
the reamisite touch of 'Cherchez 1la femme!, 'Jc ne sais quoi'
and 'Tourjour 1'amovr'!. Hyrmeheets were handed round at an
early stage by the Head Choirboy »nd those who could read, reac.
Later, those vho could sing, sang.

Hunger satliefied, John Hackett once agsin entered the
plcture, thip time as an orgeniser of » salling varty vhich
wafn to tore nlace on Sunday morning on the local lake. All
Who were strong ewirmers were pressed into service as also were
those who looked (a) not too heavy and (b) likely to float well.
A remar): drifted over that Seilor Reynolds wns dissatisfied
vith his crew - and thie while they were still sober. Your
ocribe thoughtfully 11t his pipe, he wanted time to think about
this 8al1ing business. For o few moments nothing haprened. Then
o chorus of dipepprovel arose, with some screamingly funny
romarks nbout tobacco ntc., etc. I explained patiently that
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it was not the smoke that was the danger, but the radio-active

dust from the ouvtfall.

In an endeavour to defray expenses, the Club card-sharps

and "Con®" men now vroduced cards, dice and so on. After a
bout of smooth play the team manager was the winner of 2 cool
"two, Which left him 2 halfpenny over when he had bought =
paper. The inevitable (and in some cases, eagerly awaited)
stop was made at ~ cafe which wes obviously a safe harbour for
shipninge. A control tower manned by look—outs, presumably
wvith machine guns treined on the craft, ensured good order
and correct boehaviour. After ten minutes breslk for a smoke
and a drink the party was orcdered aboard and the coach steamed
ovt into the open sea once more., Heading south west we were
soon in Winchester. 3By now the sun was shining brilliantly
and strong enough to cause agony 4o the most carefully protected
hangover. Fortunately, however, the towr had not yet reached
that stage. And so on into the dreaming west .... At 11.50
we plerced the outer defences of Poole. e seemed to have
token the garrison unawares for no road blocks or rifle fire
were met with and we nroceeded calmly and unchallenged into
Ehe very heart of the town. The coach distributed us at the
Antelonel, the "King Charles"™ and the "Iondon® hotels and
then followed lunch and settling in. The tour had truly begun.

Jean (posted missing) and the motorists, Hon and Connie,
arrived together at 1.30, After lunch we nroceeded gently to
the quay where the coach took us to the games ageinst Longfleet
St. Marys. Owing to the lack of rnain the grounds were not
exactly "Dunlopillo" and a strong wind made things difficult
for both teams. Unfortunately the lst. team lost 7-1 and the
2nds. 5~1. However, at the dance laid on for us at the Antelove
by our onponents in the evening, the Hill did much better. Our
hosts did us proud and the highlight of the whole proceedings
camo when a band of cutthroat pirates, led by Alan Indd burst
into the hall and forced curious clothing on one and ali. This
wns produced from a trunk and caused a great deal of good clean
fun, T?e evening wore on but the effects did not wear off.

And so it wes with Caesar Reynolds. He made his balcony speech

Ifrom the mantelnices but the fender recei i
fell, presumably struck down by somec unséggngtguE?dyﬁghzg ith

other bodies were falling, lilkec the lcaves in Vallambrosa, and
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tho mon only Just menaged to got tho womon awny bofore thoy mot
a fato worgo than loolng to Noresomon. The Iondon Hotol wore

vory accomnodnting aftorwards, letting us havo our nlghteane |
wlthoul reptrictlon. Ap we had bronght (broug,ht, forsoothl We '
couldn' otop 'em!) various othor bode. which we hrd collected |
on tho way, this wap protty omooth.

Tho morning aftor was pretty much as might have boen oxpocted.
Palo and intorepting focos surmountod trombling nnd dissinated
bodloo and broecfnpot wao n more trick of the imarination.
Howovor, the narty was due to spend the morning in Bournemouth, t
Topond" bedlng the ovorative word. I had nover beon to Bournemouth
boforo nnd I must admit that 1ts impoct on me wae foirly favourable.
Tho town 15 smart, therc i1s no denying that. It hos a civie
contro which must hnve cost the rate payers n pretty penny but
no doubt thoy got 1t beck in other ways. Thoe crowds thronging
the otrooto wore » mixture of the aristocracy snd the hoi *
pollel. Our tunbril rumbled into the town and exuded its contents e_
into thip human coclttall ond tho lgdies wero scon having a ‘
rood timo sponding tho men's money. It was as woll that we
were only there for two hours, The 8nences noerly missed the
conch coming back by boing loto at the rendezvous but were
pleked wp by groat good luclk on the way. Thoy explained that
thoy had been to Bobby's to soe the soxors. TFrankle Thompson
and others made certain statements and tho matter is now in the

hands of our colliclitoro.

In tho aftornoon, the Hill made vp for the reverses of the
day bofore by winning both games againet Wimborne F.C. The
end. XI emmo, put on officlally as the swnorting feature, was
voted first olass entertainment. It wns won 2-0. The let. XI
fame was alpo good value for money snd resvlted in a 4-2 win.
Bornard Avont Myuz robbed" of a perfectly good goel by the
linooman who flagred a foul.

The evening paw the Hill at 1t again, This time the
°Xeuse wap the dance glven in our honowr by the Wimborne F.C.
0% tho dri1l hall. Thie was not, perhape, such a roering .
BUCcone ap tho one of the provious night but 1t had ite moments;:
on the photographer mistook us for Wimborne F.C., for instance,
and only aipcovered hig miotake after he had teken the photographs.
There wan a certain amount of depression in certain auarters
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over the fact that the Lar had run out of Guiness (Oliver)

and Worthington (Bacon, Spence ctc.). However, there must

have been gome pretty good stuff left on sale, Jjudging by the
exuberant and uninhibited behaviowr on the coach on the way baclk,
Quite up to Tour standards, I should imagine.- Denis Metson's
flashlight photos turned out swrprisingly well. So well, in
fact, that there hos been a move in certaln quartors to ban

the taking of cameras on touwr in future.

Sunday morning was a time for quiet reflection and a
counting of heads. To their everlasting credit =11 the attached
couples showed wn at brealkfast, albeit some coxtension of the
breakfast deadline having to be permitted. Fortunately, tho
land-lord of the London Hotel is an extromely accommadating
tyoe and should be good for at least another yeaor.

Down at the "Antelove" vhere the main Lody of trooms wos
quartered things were not quite so smooth-running. However,
despite some difficulty, on cortain nights, in obtrining
refreshment to a late enough hour, the Antelomers wora troll
enovgh satisfied with their billet. The storm had yet to hreak
and the teacup it was to brealk in was still hanging scrensely in
an unsullied Jdtchen. Sunday morning was the ovportunity for
a sail on the lake or, for the less adventurous snd moro land-
lubberly, a quiet stroll in the park rounded off by a grme of
putting. One of the sailing boats became stronded on a nud-
bonk out in the centre of the lake which was, avparently, not
very deep anywhere. The keel had been let down too far
(meddlesome fingers) by somo member of the crew,and the occupants
had to abandon ship and take to tho- Loats. .Fuftunately; Slivper
Boin, whose craft it was, maintzined iron discipline throughout
and no onc was killed in the rush. There was some smooth sall-
ing put in, however, by various other crews out on the loke and
some nimble foolworlc indulged in by svch as "Epos® Bacon, who
- moatly wove hls wary way up to tho sharp end and posed for somo

whilo as tho figurehead of the Good Ship Something or Other.
then I firet saw him he was clinging dasperately to tho mast

and wavering uncteadily in tho breeze. A dari and dangerous
procedure fer the "morning aftor", I folt. & s

Up on the putting groen Ron Howe wng the first tourito to
hole out in one. Hls foat was to be equalled subsequently by
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at leasgt two othe:i-s, notably Charles and Kathie, but not until
the following day. '

Innch was early, for there was the cricket match against
Bournemouth Amateurs C.C. in the afternoon, and the gome was
due to start at 2 p.m. The organisation, however, was working,
as usual, with its smooth efficiency and the coach denosited |
us at the ground in good time for the start. ' The weather was |
rather cold and the sun shone only at rare intervals so that it
vas not exoctly a brilliant day for a first cricket match.
Still, it was at least dry, and that was something that would,
as things have since turned out, have now been acclaimed as
entirely satisfactory. The match was, of course, a serious i
affeir, unlike other games of 2 similar nature where one type ﬁi
of club plays another at their own gome, if you see what I mean. ?
The Hill fielded = strong side: at any rate it looked strong
on naper, but something must have gone wrong somewhere because,
despite the fact that Bill Oliver was scoring, we still lost., _
Jirmy Bryce di< ‘well as a bowler, talkking four out of the six ’
wickets that fell but the home side grthered some 130 runs ;
before declaring. After tea (two bob a head for that! "We wuz
robbed!") it was the turn of the Hill to bat. Unfortunately,
however, no one made much of a2 stand and one or two Prun outs"
including Howard Felton, did not help.

The chill of the evening drove your scribe to seek shelter
W in the score box. Here the Oliver was having a tough time.
Fortunately, though, he had a bright schoolboy as his co-scorer
and the books were finally made to balance by some skilful cribbding.
Mind you, it probably did not help having his concentration
impaired by the chatter of the Meuckoos in the nest", for by
thie time the score box was crammed out with various birds
Seelking warmth. Iansbury and the Parsons occuvied- the too shelf
whilst the Eggs and I were perched precariously on the platform.
One or two other birds flew in and out at intervals making a
drought which, if 41t did not add to our comfort, at least helped
to clear the air of some of the smoke.

- — o

The match closed when the last Hill wicket fell when stillll
. Yoll short of the total required and with a good 15 minutes sti
left to pgp. However, Bournemouth Amateurs are no- pushover so

L ve d1d not feel too deprossed.

e e e i

L

The gemo over and the perty once more encoached, thoughts
- 2
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“turned to food. Having cancelled our evening meal at the hotel
we sought suvper in Poole. We found a restaurant alright but

owing to the smallness of the serving staff and the largeness

of our party much valuable drinlzing time was lost in consequence.

However, we managed to get back to base in time for an hour or
two of serious business. We found that the London Hotel had put
up the shutters to guest visitors so all gate-crashers, camm
Tollowers and edge-of-the crowders were excluded -~ except
Lansbury who can, of course, always get in.anywhers.

Down at the Antelope things were buzzing. The boys were
malking their last evening last, and felt no inclination to end
the proceedings even if the management desired them to do so.
Believing in the adage that History Is Made At Night, every
Anteloper was determined to be a historian. Some time during
the early hours, although it was not establiched, even in the
investigation that followed, exactly when, some dervish (or
dervishi) got loose in the hotel kitchen and spread ruin (in

the shape of the contents of the stoclmot and of about two tons
of custard powder) on the walls.

WYhen your faithful scribe arrived at the Antelone on his
tour of inspection the following morning, there amesred to be
a certain amount of tension in the air. Rather lilre the atmos-
ohere must be when a murder has taken place. Two women of the
manogement vassed by metaphorically clawing the air and in their
eye n wild surmise. Up in the dining room TBggs and Tansbury
acquainted me o7 the facts. Murther w still, in the eerie
vhere Oliver slent, I found small groups who aocauainted me of

more facts. As to the how and the wh ]
: v and the wheref therse
appeared to be two theories. The first, thalt o¥ :h: ;ggaglt;;ent,

thal the guests did it. The second, that of the guests, that
the management did it. The upshot of this was that we 'c’Ja.id for
the damage. However, by a strolke of financiel genius on the
vart of ouwr tour organising wizardg (Thompson & Co.) we ceme
out of thls extremely well., Tho maragement were a;meased and

things 7inlshed up on a very happy not
was drinking again. PRy ©. By lunch time everyone

as
Snalkes & Iadders).

The morning was spent in the par) pubt ting and boating
(go baclr to page 16. Exciting, ilon't 1t7 Like '
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